











January 2012

GENDARME

PoLICE WORK 101

Page 5

Perspective

By William Boyd Kiphart Il

This month we take a brief break from the usual discussion for a little
perspective as was the case this time last year. As we travel through
the holidays, wrap this year up and
look optimistically toward the New
Year | wanted to take moment to
remind each of us how fortunate and
blessed we truly are.

In a time when there are 14 million
people unemployed in this country, we
have not just a job but a career and
lifestyle. Regardless of how you may
compare it, we have health and life
insurance, this in a time when,
according to some sources, as many
as 50 million American do not have
health insurance.

While our working conditions are not quite those of an executive at
Boeing, | doubt most of us would be happy trapped in an office eight
hours aday. As | often say, the Sergeant's Office at North Patrol is the
greatest place | have ever worked. As | say that | reflect on those
assignments that | have had that have been less than desirable. My
point here is a lesson that should be obvious but which was taught to
me not too many years ago.

This job, more than many others, is simply about relationships. If you
enjoy coming to work or see the fun, excitement and satisfaction in
coming into this job each day, | would guess this is about the
relationship you have with those you work for and with. If that is not
the case, this is a great environment to seek a change. That is one of
the great things about a big city police department; there are a myriad
of assignments and districts you can move to find a change. The
bottom line here is be happy, or find a way and place to be happy.

Ultimately, you are solely responsible for yourself and your
happiness. Do not make the mistake of overinvesting in those things
you cannot control, and there are things we cannot control in this
environment. That being said, nothing should stop you from trying to
change those things that you see as wrong or inefficient. Justdosoin
a professional and productive manner and take pride in your
accomplishments.

If you cannot find a way to be happy here, save yourself and find
another vocation. Most of us have seen our fair share of those who
could not find a way to be happy here and tried to “just ride it out”.
More times than not, that ends very badly.

| understand we all have our own opinion of the what seems to
adversely affect us on a daily basis; the latest special order or
directive that makes more work for us, the latest transfer that takes
another body from our squad or the administrative “soup of the day”
that pushes someone else's responsibility into our lap when we need
to be taking down a bad guy on the street. Just understand that while
this is just some of the minutia that we often cannot control, none of
that excrement really “means” anything. While it may be a bit difficult,
let it roll off your back and walk away. | am not advocating you shirk
responsibility, just understand it as part of our world and do not dwell
onit.

Focus on the real mission here. Get the bad guy, make the best case
you can, write the best report you can and move on down the road.
Take care of our citizens and each other and be proud of every day
you voluntarily walk this path

My wish for this holiday season and the coming New Year is that each
of you has a chance to see this job as | do. This job has given me the
chance to take evil, some criminals and just some bullies out of
circulation. It has put a good roof over my families head, it feeds and
clothes them and it protects them. It has given me friends, brothers
and sisters that in some cases, are closer to my family and | than
some of our blood relatives.

This “place” has given me structure, cause and motivation to
challenge myself to always further my physical and mental

conditioning. It has challenged me to further my education, training
and abilities. This “place’ provides insurance, retirement and benefits
for my family that will be there for them long after | am gone.

| am honored to walk with you each day. | have more pride for the
officers | work with than | could ever express. | have seen more
guality police work in this last year than | could ever count.

Never forget who you are. You are less than 1% of the population.
You walk the streets that others fear and seek to confront the bad guy
that others run from. And while doing that, you make a fair living and
provide for your family.

This holiday season and for the New Year, know you are blessed.
From my family and | to you and yours, very simply; be happy.
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Santa Visits SLPOA Hall

On December 11" the St. Louis Police
Wives Association hosted it's annual Afternoon
with Santa at the Association Hall. This is a free
event for St. Louis city and surrounding areas
officers' families. As usual it was a huge success
with a great turnout. The kids were able to sit
and talk to Santa and get a complimentary photo
taken with the big guy. There were also several
different stations set up for the kids to visit such
as a craft station, story time, face painting and
many more.

Page 11







January 2012 GENDARME Page 13

Hunting for Heroes, a non-profit organization benefitting
disabled police officers injured in the line of duty

Prizes include:

“ Stag Model Il AR-15
) 55 3 Sig Sauer P250's
X \5 Remington Model 770
005 €S c¥e: S & W Model 642
0oyt Remington 870 Shurshot
T\ Remington 870 Express

Remington 887 Nitro Shot
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